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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

Mr. Cyril A. Herrick of the University of Minnesota read an 

interesting paper on "The Family Trail through American His 

tory" at the stated meeting of the executive council on December 

9. The annual meeting of the society was held on the evening of 

January 20. After the usual reports were presented, Dr. Guy 
Stanton Ford, dean of the graduate school and professor of his 

tory in the University of Minnesota, delivered the annual address 
on "America's Fight for Public Opinion." This was an account 

of the work of the Committee on Public Information, with which 

Dr. Ford was connected as chairman of the division of civic and 

educational cooperation. After the meeting the audience, which 

numbered about 175, was given an opportunity to make a tour 

through the entire building. 

The following new members, all active, have been enrolled 

during the quarter ending January 31, 1919: Joseph H. Arm 

strong, Edwin J. Bishop, Miss Agnes E. Doherty, Benjamin C. 

Golling, and James M. McConnell of St. Paul; Miss Madge 
Ytrehus of Cambridge; and Paul Wallin of Roseau. Deaths 

among the members during the same period were as follows: 
Caleb D. Dorr of Minneapolis, November 2; Edgar W. Bass of 
Bar Harbor, Maine, November 6; Constantine J. McConville of 
St. Paul, November 15; Edward W. Durant of Stillwater, De 
cember 9; and Theodore Roosevelt of Oyster Bay, New York, 

January 6. 

Governor Burnquist has authorized the society to take over 
for the present some of the older archives of his office which had 
been stored in pasteboard boxes in a vault in the sub-basement of 
the Capitol. A beginning has been made in the work of clean 

ing, pressing, and classifying this material which is invaluable to 
the student of Minnesota history. 

The newspaper collection of the society has again proved its 
value to the people of the state. In the forest fires of last October 
the minutes of the Cloquet Board of Education from January, 
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1917, to October, 1918, were destroyed, as well as the publisher's 
file of the Pine Knot, the town's official paper. The society was 

able, however, to supply at small cost from its file of the Pine 

Knot photostatic copies of such of the missing records as were 

published in this paper. 

In cooperation with the Minnesota War Records Commission 

the manuscript division has begun to gather material relating to 

the World War. During the months of December and January 
three collections of letters were received. They represent the ex 

periences of a private in the ordnance department, of a divisional 

Y. M. C. A. secretary who organized a hut system in one of the 

training camps of France, and of a Y. M. C. A. secretary who 

was with the American soldiers in the front line trenches at St. 

Mihiel. It is hoped that there may be added in the near future, 
before they have a chance to be lost or destroyed, other letters 

written by men and women of every rank in all branches of 

service. Housed in the society's new fireproof building, the let 

ters will not only be safely preserved as a memorial, so to speak, 
of the service of those who wrote them, but they will also in time 

be available for the use of accredited students and historians of 

Minnesota's part in the World War. To assemble a really com 

prehensive and valuable collection, the interest and support of all 
members and friends of the society will be needed. Such assis 

tance either in the form of donations of letters and diaries in their 
own possession or of suggestions as to the location of typical and 

interesting material will be very welcome. 

The society has acquired from the Wisconsin Historical Society 

photostatic copies of nineteen letters, written by Ramsay Crooks, 

Henry H. Sibley, Henry M. Rice, Hercules Dousman, and Pierre 

Chouteau and Company, dealing with the Indian fur trade and 

allied subjects, and covering the period from 1838 to 1848; also 

copies of six letters from the Tweedy Papers relating to the 

Minnesota-Wisconsin boundary. The Tweedy Papers were de 

scribed briefly in the November issue of the Bulletin (page 580). 

A children's history hour conducted in the museum on the 

second and fourth Saturdays of each month during the school 

year was inaugurated on December 21. An old-fashioned Christ 
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mas tree, a primitive fireside with homemade stockings hanging 
from the mantel, and a display of early-day Christmas gifts, were 

effective illustrations of a brief talk on "Pioneer Christmas Days 
in Minnesota." The subjects for the history hour on January 
11 and 25 were "Famous Minnesota Pioneers" and "Minnesota's 

Historical Flags," respectively. At these two meetings the mu 

seum game was played after the talk. In this game the children 

are given conundrums the solutions of which they can find by 

examining the exhibits and labels in the museum. After ten 

minutes of searching they reassemble and compare their answers 

under the direction of an attendant. The history hour of January 
25 was attended by 141 children. 

Special exhibits illustrating subjects of current interest are 

constantly being made in the museum from reserve collections 

and from new accessions. Since September, fourteen such ex 

hibits have been arranged, including those of ancient coins, his 

torical medals, Minnesota seals, and historical flags, one illustrat 

ing Catholic history in Minnesota, and the Thanksgiving and 

Christmas exhibits. Of especial interest is the one still on dis 

play which shows the types of material being collected by the 

Minnesota War Records Commission. 

Teachers in the schools of the Twin Cities have been quick to 

take advantage of the educational opportunities offered by the 
museum in its new quarters. From the opening of the school 

year in September to February 1, twenty-one such classes with 
a total of four hundred and eighty-five pupils were brought to the 

Historical Building by their teachers. 

Gifts 

From the family of the late General William G. Le Duc the 

society has received a gift of valuable historical material cover 

ing the years from 1838 to 1905. The manuscript collection, 

though small, is fairly representative of the various activities in 

which General Le Duc was engaged throughout his long and 

eventful life. Among the account books may be noted that of his 
St. Paul stationery store for the years 1850 to 1852 ; two of his 

Hastings City and Vermillion mills for the years 1857 to 1859; 
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and one giving the roll of pewholders of the First Presbyterian 
Church of St. Paul of 1853. Among the letters are many from 

persons of note in Minnesota, notably William Windom, Henry 
H. Sibley, Henry M. Rice, and Bishop H. B. Whipple. Consular 

reports on the agriculture of Norway and northern Italy, and an 

account of his tea-growing project, illustrate Le Due's activities 
as United States commissioner of agriculture from 1877 to 1881. 

Among the papers of historical interest are notes of an expedi 
tion to Lake Traverse in 1844 to capture a party of Indians who 

killed a trader named Turner ; and a description of a Sioux-Chip^ 
pewa fight which took place in St. Paul in 1853. The museum 

items include the uniform worn by General Le Duc during the 

Civil War; foreign and American Christmas cards; an old-fash 

ioned wool bar?ge gown and feminine costume accessories in use 

many years ago, such as kerchiefs, neck ribbons, feather fans, 
and sunshades; and examples of textiles, dating between 1820 
and 1860, such as chintz, calico, grenadine, piqu?, and marquisette. 

Members of the Le Duc family have also placed on deposit in 

the museum a valuable miscellaneous collection, which contains 

excellent specimens of early American silverware, pewter, glass, 
and porcelain, old shawls and dresses, and examples of needlework 

in the form of quilts, embroidered garments, and handmade laces. 
General Le Due's dress sword and sword sash and a portrait of the 

general on the battlefield with Lookout Mountain in the back 

ground have been loaned by his grandson, Lieutenant Augustine 
V. Gardner. 

Through the courtesy of Dr. W. W. Folwell the society has re 

ceived from Mrs. Frances Pond Titus of Boise, Idaho, two small 

manuscript volumes containing an account by her grandfather, 
the Reverend Samuel W. Pond, of experiences as a missionary 
among the Dakota Indians in Minnesota. The narrative covers 

the period from 1831 to about 1880. A collection of about four 

hundred letters written to Pond by early missionaries and pioneers 
and dating from 1833 to 1891 is being photostated for the so 

ciety's collection. 

Mrs. Iva E. Tutt of Minneapolis has presented a manuscript 

diary kept by John Kinsley Wood of Goodhue County during the 
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years 1862 to 1865 while he was a member of Company F of the 

Sixth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry. Mr. Wood participated in 

Sibley's campaigns against the Indians in 1862 and 1863 and then 

went south with his regiment in June, 1864. The diary is a 

valuable supplement to the records of this company kept by its 

captain, Horace B. Wilson, which are also in the possession of 

the society. 

Through the courtesy of Mrs. George E. Tuttle of Minneapolis 
the society has received from Mrs. Lycurgus R. Moyer of Monte 

video a file of a manuscript periodical entitled "The Spring Lake 

Clipper" and consisting of seven numbers dating from January 
20 to July 27, 1855. Each number, it appears, was carefully 
written out by the editor and then read at a meeting of a liter 

ary society in Spring Lake, Scott County. The file contains not 

only the literary efforts of the community in both poetry and 

prose, but also chronicles of weddings, housewarmings, a stabbing 

affray in Shakopee, the activities of claim-jumpers, and similar 

local news. It presents a very interesting contemporary pic 
ture of pioneer life in Minnesota. 

A valuable contribution to the educational history of Minne 

sota has been received from the state department of education in 

the form of a record book of the Minnesota Educational Associa 

tion. The volume contains the minutes of the annual meetings 
of the association from 1861 to 1892. The original record does 

not begin until 1867 and omits the years from 1876 to 1882. 

Through the efforts, however, of Professor Horace Goodhue of 

Carleton College, president of the association for the year 1891, 
the minutes for the missing years were gathered from the local 

newspapers of the towns where the meetings were held, and were 

inserted, in typewritten form, in the record for 1891. 

Through the courtesy of Dr. Albina V. Wilson the society has 

received from the estate of the late Major Thomas Perry Wilson 

of St. Paul a military trunk, a powder flask, and spurs for the 

museum, and a collection of papers, photographs, and miscellany. 

Among the papers are a large number of manuscript records kept 

by Major Wilson during the years 1863, 1864, and 1865 in his 

capacity as first lieutenant and regimental quartermaster of the 
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Eleventh Louisiana Volunteers of African Descent and of the 

Forty-ninth United States Colored Infantry, including monthly 
returns of clothing and camp and garrison equipage received, 

issued, and transferred ; abstracts and vouchers for ordnance and 

ordnance stores; and special requisitions and lists of articles lost 

or destroyed. Included among the photographs is one of Major 
Wilson as commissary sergeant of the Fourth Minnesota Volun 

teer Infantry. Major Wilson became a resident of Minnesota 

in 1856. He served throughout the Civil War, and after his re 

tirement with the rank of brevet major in 1866, he returned to 

St. Paul. 

Through the courtesy of Mrs. George B. Ware of St. Paul the 

society has received eleven volumes of manuscript records of 

missionary societies connected with the St. Paul Presbytery. 
These volumes contain minutes of meetings, accounts, and re 

ports, dating from 1871 to 1913. 

The Minnesota State Library has turned over to the society 
thirteen volumes of federal census records, consisting of agri 
cultural and special schedules for Minnesota in 1860, 1870, and 

1880. These volumes are part of a lot recently distributed among 
the states by the United States census bureau, and they contain 

valuable material for students of history and economics. 

From Mr. R. C. McGill of St. Paul the society has received 
a bound volume made up of pamphlets containing addresses by 
General Lucius F. Hubbard and the tributes offered in his mem 

ory at a meeting of the Commandery of the State of Minnesota, 

Military Order of the Loyal Legion, in St. Paul, April 8, 1913, 

by Henry A. Castle and Archbishop Ireland. The volume is 

especially noteworthy in that it contains the autographs of General 

Hubbard, General Judson W. Bishop, Mr. Castle, and Archbishop 
Ireland. 

In accordance with the wish of her husband, the late Harold 

L. Hoskinson of Minneapolis, former publisher of the Progress, 
Mrs. Louise A. Hoskinson has presented to the society files of a 

number of Minneapolis publications, including fourteen volumes 
of the Saturday Evening Spectator, covering the years from 1879 
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to 1893 ; nine volumes of the Progress, from 1893 to 1901 ; and 

three volumes of the Real Estate Review: Building and Trade 

Reporter, from 1884 to 1887. Two volumes of the Saturday 

Evening Post (Grand Rapids, Michigan), covering the years 
from 1876 to 1879, are also included in the gift. 

The society has received from Major E. C. Clemans, the busi 

ness manager, a complete file of the Reveille, a paper published 

weekly from October, 1917, to October, 1918, by the men of the 

136th Infantry (formerly the Second Minnesota), at Camp Cody, 
New Mexico, and at Camp Dix, New Jersey. The issue of 

September 14, 1918, contains a brief history of the regiment. 

Mr. Charles M. Loring of Minneapolis has presented to the 

society an excellent portrait of Dr. William W. Folwell. The 

picture was enlarged by an artist in Detroit from a photograph 
taken in June, 1911. 

Mrs. W. T. Donaldson Sr. of St. Paul has presented a por 
trait of her husband, the late William Taylor Donaldson Sr. Mr. 

Donaldson came to St. Paul in 1851 and organized the firm known 
as Pollock, Donaldson, and Ogden, wholesalers of crockery and 

glassware, with which he was connected until his withdrawal 
from active business in 1892. 

Mr. Frank H. McManigal of St. Paul has deposited with the 

society an oil painting of Fort Snelling made about 1847 by 

Captain Seth Eastman, who was commandant at the fort four 

times during the period from 1840 to 1848. 

The society is indebted to Mr. Edward A. Bromley of Minne 

apolis for a picture of the old Fuller House of St. Paul, which 

w;as built in 1856 and which was destroyed by fire in 1869; and 

also for a Bible which was presented to the Fuller House in 1857 

by the Minnesota Bible Society. 

An interesting addition to the historical picture collection in 

the museum is a picture of the Episcopal Church built in Chan 

hassen, Carver County, in 1856, and moved in 1867 to Eden 

Prairie, Hennepin County. The photograph was the gift of Mr. 

John Cummins of Minneapolis, who also donated a picture of the 

log house built by himself in Eden Prairie in 1854. 
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One of the most interesting of the recent acquisitions of the 

society is the desk used by Alexander Ramsey while he was ter 

ritorial governor of Minnesota. The desk was purchased from 

him by the Reverend Benjamin F. Crary, who used it during his 

term of service as president of Hamline University in Red Wing 

during the years from 1857 to 1859. From him the desk passed 
to Edward Eggleston, who came to Minnesota in 1857 and who 

spent nine years here as a minister of the Methodist Conference. 

On his removal from the state in 1866 he sold the desk, on which 

he is said to have written the Mystery of Metropolisville and 

the Hoosier Schoolmaster, to the Reverend George W. Richard 

son, who succeeded him as pastor of the First Methodist Church 

in Winona. The desk remained in the possession of the Rich 

ardson family until November, 1918, when it was presented to 

the society by the Reverend Mr. Richardson's son, David F. 

Richardson of Sutherlin, Oregon. 

Mr. Cornelius Fockens of St. Paul has donated for the museum 

a pillow slip made in Holland in 1703 from hand-spun and hand 

woven linen, and a quilted cap worn by a Dutch woman about 

the year 1900. 

Mrs. George E. Tuttle has donated for the museum collections 
an embroidered lambrequin of the year 1880, an ivory fan of the 

year 1850, a memory book containing old-fashioned friendship 
cards and valentines, an old sampler bookmark, a postal card of 

the year 1870, and various pictures of historical interest. 

Mr. William H. Brink of St. Paul has donated the level which 

he used in the construction of the St. Paul Union Depot, the new 

Capitol, and other buildings in St. Paul and Duluth. The level 

is an important addition to the society's collection of old survey 

ing instruments. 
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